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report for the review was released earlier this
year and begins with an acknowledgement that
“in the last few years, the birth of a child in
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215



especially in the countryside.” The report
recognizes the difficulty in changing China’s
problematic policies on child birth while also
acknowledging that these policies are said to
have contributed to a declining birth rate and a
spike 1n abortion rates. It acknowledges that
there have been an estimated 200 million
abortions performed since 1982, and that the
number of abortions are steadily rising. Perhaps
this 1s why the article’s title 1s so misleading.
While 1t’s true that increased childbearing 1s one
of the causes of the increase in the abortion
rate, the article fails to mention that the
population has also increased. Another key
factor in China’s troubling child-bearing policies
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1s that the Chinese government refuses to report
on the status of the rapidly growing abortion
rate for fear of a backlash at home and abroad.
In light of this, 1t 1s past time for the
government to accept an independent
investigation into the increase in the abortion
rate and to be honest with the Chinese people
about the true state of affairs. As a historian and
a mother, I am proud of the progress that our
society has made since 1979, when China was
so closely tied to Mao’s policies.
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