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success of "The Tudors," a new series about the
life and times of Henry VIII, BBC America wants

to take us to another time. The network is
developing a TV show called "Young Henry VIII,"
but it's also hoping to do something for history
enthusiasts, resurrecting a 500-year-old king

and giving him a contemporary setting. “We’ve
done shows on Henry VIII, we’ve done shows on
the Tudors,’’ said Gary Caplan, executive vice

president of BBC America. “But I don’t think you
could get a more compelling story about 15th-

century history than the more modern-day
Henry.’’ It’s easy to see why the network might

choose a slightly more modern setting. But
there are other reasons, too. “We’re thinking of
doing a show about the English Reformation,’’

said Jane Woodward Miller, co-executive
producer. “We’d like to explore the rise of the
crown and the support for the crown. We’d like
to explore the church and put it into the 21st

century. We’re thinking about what happened in
this period.’’ The Henry of “Young Henry VIII’’
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will be an amalgam of the two kings, an 18-year-
old version of Henry VII who is confronting a

variety of challenges. Perhaps he is discovering
the need to make a decision about the church,

and how the church is connected with the state.
He’s still a little boy, so he can be immature and

impulsive. The story will examine his
relationships with his parents, his advisors, his

siblings. “
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