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Photoshop CS6.rarAmazon announced today that it’s expanding its original series business in a big
way. It’s creating a 20- to 30-hour a week development center in Los Angeles and expanding its

original programming staff there to an undisclosed number. This is a big change, and a pretty radical
one at that. Amazon Studios is the same place that gave us the first two seasons of Good Place, and

the critically acclaimed Red Oaks and Hand Of God, and the upcoming Emmy-nominated Blue
Bloods. But it’s hardly a studio that most people think of when they think of big TV studios. Says

Zack Van Amburg, SVP of Amazon Studios: “While we’ve done great work on Amazon’s shows and
feature films, we think originals are the next big frontier for Amazon, and we are excited to be

working with a talented development and production team on innovative, original stories from the
amazing voice talent of the world’s most talented actors, presenters, and producers.” This is

Amazon’s first big step into a development center that’ll rival other big studios with their original
programming. That may be why the company is announcing the expansion to begin with: For a
company that’s pretty much synonymous with tech — a company that just rolled out two big

refocusing projects centered around Alexa and the Alexa Voice Service — it’s a sign that it’s really
serious about getting into the original content business. Why else make such a big investment on a

development center to compete with big TV studios? Amazon has signed up shows like Tom Clancy’s
Jack Ryan (which stars John Krasinski) as well as a Hell’s Kitchen adaptation from the creators of the

The Blacklist. In addition, Amazon has a deal with NBC to stream several live games each year
(which Amazon will produce) and has forged a deal with XIX Entertainment to produce scripted

comedies for the Prime Video service. It’s also important to remember that Amazon is just getting
started with its original content. It’s looking to get into the streaming wars with live sports,
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