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could not locate Assange. On Monday, The New York Times reported that the FBI had
begun a criminal investigation of Assange, and had learned that he had been in a room in
the hotel where he might be located. Story continues below Shortly after the Times story
was published, Assange arrived at the Ecuadoran embassy in London, where he has been
granted political asylum for more than four years. He took a seat outside the embassy's
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crimes, including espionage. Assange says he is subject to arrest in the U.K. because of the
arrest warrant that the British government issued for him in May. Assange says he cannot
travel to Ecuador for fear of being arrested. If the U.S. government sees Assange as a
security threat, that could affect his ability to live inside Ecuador's embassy for the
foreseeable future. Ecuador and the U.S. are relatively friendly and diplomatic relations
with the Ecuadoran embassy. But both countries have strict laws about granting asylum. In
May, an Ecuadorian judge denied Assange political asylum, but said Ecuador's government
had set him up and might issue an arrest warrant for him for violating the terms of his
asylum. Assange has been in London to appeal that decision. The U.K. Supreme Court had
already ruled in his favor, but the Ecuadoran government has yet to issue an arrest
warrant. While Assange is in the embassy, he is not protected by diplomatic immunity. If he
were arrested, he could be extradited to Sweden to face questioning and possible
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