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low-grade malignant peripheral nerve sheath tumor of
the external acoustic canal: clinical report]. Low-grade
malignant peripheral nerve sheath tumor is a rare
mesenchymal neoplasm that typically manifests in the
extremities in young adults, although other anatomic
sites are well-documented. Approximately 20% of the
reported cases are asymptomatic and can remain
undetected until the tumor reaches a large size. Only
few of these tumors extend to the head and neck region
and only a few cases have been reported in the
literature. Here we present a case of a patient with
bilateral giant low-grade malignant peripheral nerve
sheath tumor of the external acoustic canal presenting
with progressive enlargement and cosmetic deformity of
both ears. A review of the literature is also
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14-day ropivacaine infusions during labour on maternal

and neonatal outcomes]. The effects of continuous
epidural infusion of ropivacaine on maternal and

neonatal outcomes were evaluated in a prospective,
randomized, double-blind study. Thirty-six primiparous
parturients between 40 and 42 weeks gestation and in
spontaneous labour were randomized to receive either
2.5 mg ml-1 of ropivacaine solution every 8 hours (n =
18), 3.0 mg ml-1 (n = 10), or 4.0 mg ml-1 (n = 8) for 14
days. Epidural analgesia was administered after a bolus

of 2.5 micrograms ml-1 of fentanyl. Infusion was
maintained at a rate of 10 ml.h-1 without incremental

increase. The average duration of labour was 2.6 +/- 0.9
h (standard deviation). There were no differences

between groups in maternal and neonatal outcomes. No
major maternal side effects were observed. The

incidence of hypotension was significantly higher in the
2.5 mg ml-1 group (50%) compared to the other groups
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