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be used to forensically identify human

remains after deposition in a repository.
The samples (in this case, bones) are

typically contained in a container which
may or may not be simple, such as those

shown in FIG. 1A. Such samples often
include identifiable information, such as
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DNA. This information may be used to
identify the individual from whom the

sample was taken. In order to make this
identification, the following information
must be obtained: The manufacturer of

the sample container, the date the
container was used, and the information
contained in the container (e.g., a serial
number of the container or identifier of

the individual from which the sample was
taken). As illustrated in FIG. 1B, if the

information is not readily obtained, the
sample container 10 may not be

traceable. Alternatively, as shown in FIG.
1C, if the information is obtained, a

person making the identification must do
so using the information. Unfortunately,

the information may be in very poor
condition, lost, or destroyed. For

example, in the case of a manufacturing
sample, it may only be possible to trace

the manufacturer of the sample
container. The identification of the donor
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may require the sample container to be
opened or may require access to the

information provided by the
manufacturer. In an effort to make

identification information more accessible
and more accurate, sample containers

have been designed which include a radio
frequency identifier (RFID). An RFID is a
small device which, when attached to a
sample container 10, can communicate

with external systems using radio waves.
By attaching an RFID to the sample

container 10, this information is made
available to external systems and thus

may be accessed by a forensic scientist.
Although in principle an RFID might

provide additional information about the
donor of a sample, in practice this
information is only c6a93da74d
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