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92. the economic system, based on free competition, has become the dominant form of organization of social life, of
production and of human relationships. yet this form of organization produces a number of negative effects on
individuals and peoples, including social divisions, exclusion, marginalization, exploitation, discrimination and

inequality. the exploitation of man by man is iniquitous and not only unjust, but even contrary to authentic human
development. the principle of solidarity, on the other hand, has received a new impetus in the christian

understanding of the dignity of the human person, which, as such, transcends all the elements of social life: the life
of the community, the political community, the family, the work community, the economic community and the
social community. in the light of this, it is clear that the cure for this alienation and its divisions does not lie in a

return to the primordial innocence of man, as if we could go back in time to a perfect man before sin. nor can man
hope to achieve a new harmony with the world by making himself a better and more just and generous man. the

cure for sin is only to be found in a new relationship with god and in a profound experience of the love and
forgiveness he offers to us. god's love in the christian tradition is described as agape or caritas. this word for love

comes from the greek word for caro, that is, 'heart'. it is in god's heart that we find the treasure of love, the source
of all good and generous deeds, the source of the healing remedy for the wounds which sin has inflicted on us[226].
this is the place where, in christ, god himself has come to dwell among us. in him the mystery of the reconciliation

of the human being with god is realized.
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