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Waiting exhibition proves the value of independent bookshops in California An
exhibition at the California College of the Arts, which explores and celebrates
the cultural significance of independent bookshops in California, opens in
September. This exhibition is jointly sponsored by the California Center for the
Book and the College’s Office of the Dean of the College. The Yours are
Waiting exhibition is a collaboration between students and master booksellers
and scholars. It was created by students in the College’s book publishing and
bookselling course, and the adjunct bookseller program and the California
Center for the Book. From August 23 to October 4, 2015, the exhibition will be
featured in the College’s D.J. Siglos Building gallery, which is adjacent to the
King Library on the West Mall. It will also be accessible to the public during
hours when the College is open. This exhibition was curated by Joseph Arias,
who works in publishing. He said that the exhibition emerged from the
realization that the College’s book publishing and bookselling course had
become an invaluable venue for students to advance their professional
capabilities and personal aspirations. Arias said that he was motivated to
develop the exhibition as a way to, first, give students and alumni from the
course the opportunity to showcase their hard work and expertise in a critical
and engaging context, and second, offer public access to a work of museum-
quality that promotes book culture and independent bookstores in California.
Arias said that he wants to emphasize the significance and cultural value of
independent bookstores in the state. He said that “bookstores, especially
independent bookstores, are vital in California.” “Nearly every major city in
California boasts at least one independent bookstore, often a deep and vibrant
one,” said Arias, noting the importance of the educational and social functions

3/4



that bookstores provide. “We need them, they need us, and book culture is
deeply rooted in the Golden State,” he added. “Our bookstores are essential to
our city’s, and our state’s, continued presence in the world,” said Robert W.
Haertel, president and CEO of the California Center for the Book. “This
exhibition is a wonderful celebration of independent bookstores, and of
California’s rich and vital literary tradition,” said Haertel. “The Yours are
Waiting exhibition will make bookselling exciting, thought provoking, and fun
for a new generation of book lovers,” he added. 5ec8ef588b
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