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when i was fourteen, i was one of those people who were called back to school to take the hindi and english examinations. unlike what i had heard from my hindi teachers, i found that english was not so hard. some of my friends, however, were terrified of english and would
just translate whatever they wanted to say into hindi or marathi, and then make fun of them. i was not like that, and i knew english well enough to understand what they were saying. but i used to wonder what it was like to know english, as i did not know english. i therefore
imagined that all those students who had passed the english examinations were beyond the pale. they were like people who were in a different world. they were in a world of knowledge, of words, of power, of ideas. i imagined that they would all be like me, and that i would
never be able to be one of them. i thought that they would all know something of me that i would never be able to know. they would be in a world which i would not be able to enter. continue reading information access madhavikutty ente katha online reading public health
workers are trained to think about the body as a factory, as the site of disease. where the body is touched, it is colonized by microbes, which seed disease. the body is a factory, a public health battleground. the disease is the enemy. health workers are trained to see disease
as the enemy. to fight disease, they are taught to sterilize the body: to remove the dirt, the filth, the germs, the viruses, and the bacteria. and they are taught how to do this, how to kill germs and bacteria with their hands and various instruments. and they are taught how to
do this, how to sterilize the body, not only on the surface, but deep in the tissues and organs, and even in the body’s center. when the health worker is tired, she stops doing this. she feels tired. she is tired of sterilizing the body. why should she? she is a public health worker.
she is not a public health doctor. she does not have to sterilize the body of those who are sick. she is trained to do this for her patients. but she is also trained to think about the body as a factory. and in this factory, the body is a battleground. the body is a battleground for
the disease. and the public health workers are trained to think about the body as a factory.
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