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other things, U.S. troops, the 19th Airborne, and Marines from the 1st Marine Division served as
logistical support for the 2nd Armored Division as it fought alongside the 11th Armored Division in east-
central Germany on Aug. 14, 1945, while Gen. George Patton’s U.S. Third Army relentlessly pursued the
fleeing Wehrmacht Army in the Hirtgenwald. The morning of Aug. 14 was bright, clear, and sunny as the
lead elements of the 2nd Armored Division were in position to advance to the village of Sittard to relieve
the U.S. 2nd Armored Division, which had been fighting for control of a bridge over the Maas River.
Under orders to attack with his division in four waves, the 2nd Armored Division commander, Maj. Gen.
Lee Childers, was determined to complete the relief of the U.S. 2nd Armored Division and to advance to
the town of Etteln with them. The 4th and 5th Armored divisions encountered some resistance in Sittard
and Etteln but were advancing by the early afternoon. Allied fighter aircraft also began to engage
German forces and artillery on the outskirts of both towns, thus forcing the German defenders to react
and fight in their own rear areas. Most of the 2nd Armored Division’s tanks, however, had bypassed
Sittard, which, with Etteln, was now under U.S. Army control for the remainder of the war. The U.S.
pursuit of the retreating Germans was relentless, and as those German troops reached the Solling
Heights surrounding Koblenz, the city was proclaimed an open city on Aug. 23 and the siege began. From
that point, German forces ran out of places to
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