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Center Share First Sentence for Kindle Ebook.1. Field of the Invention The invention relates
generally to a method and apparatus for the detection of the absolute position of a data bus, and,
more particularly, to the detection of the absolute position of a serial data bus without the
requirement of a reference signal or other reference point to provide this position. 2. Description of
the Prior Art When designing data bus systems, it is desirable to determine the absolute position of
the data bus without the use of a reference point. This is because when a data bus is initiated and
established, it is critical to be able to locate the master section of the data bus. A typical prior art
method for detecting the position of the data bus uses a reference clock. The reference clock is then
coupled to a device that is used to time the period of the reference clock, and the data is coupled to
the same device from a different data bus. A problem associated with this method is the requirement
of synchronization between the reference clock and the data clock. When determining the location of
the master section of a data bus, it is also desirable to be able to distinguish between different
masters and to monitor the data buses during a power failure of the computer, so that the system
will not be put into a state of power failure or an inability to test the proper functioning of the
system.The Institute of Electrical and Electronics Engineers (IEEE) has developed a set of industry
standards governing the interoperability of equipment from different manufacturers. Some of these
standards are known as IEEE standards 1501 and 1502, herein jointly referred to as IEEE standard
1502. In addition, the IEEE has also promulgated a set of standards governing bus drivers, which
are known as IEEE standards 1588 and 1596, herein jointly
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